CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF SMITHS FALLS
BY-LAW NO. 9993-2018

A BY-LAW TO ESTABLISH THE EMPLOYEE RECRUITMENT POLICIES AND THE
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT, FOR THE EMPLOYEES OF THE
TOWN OF SMITHS FALLS
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WHEREAS pursuant to the Municipal Act, 2001 as amended, a municipality or local
board must adopt policies with respect to the hiring of its employees;

WHEREAS it is deemed expedient to establish terms and conditions of employment for
the employees of the Corporation of the Town on Smiths Falls: and

WHEREAS pursuant to the Municipal Act, 2001 as amended, by-laws may be passed
by the Councils of all municipalities to enable them to govern their affairs as they
consider appropriate; and

WHEREAS it is deemed appropriate to appoint such officers and employees as may be
necessary for the purposes of the Corporation, or for carrying into effect any Act of the
Legislature or By-Law of the Council; and

NOW THEREFORE the Municipal Council of The Corporation of the Town of Smiths
Falls enacts the attached Schedule A, “Policies Respecting Employment” as the
Corporations Official Employment Policies.

By-Law No. 8066-2007 any other By-Law or policy inconsistent with the provisions of
this By-Law are hereby repealed.

This By-Law will come into force and take effect on the passing thereof by the Council
of Smiths Falls.
Read a first and second time this 13t day of November, 2018

Read a third time and passed this 13t day of November, 2018

Mayor Okd(“_@*e
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TOWN OF SMITHS FALLS
POLICIES RESPECTING EMPLOYMENT

Schedule A to By-Law # 9993-2018

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT POLICIES

The policies, and terms and conditions of employment, outlined in this document have
been adopted by Council as the conditions under which employment with the Town of
Smiths Falls will be governed. The Town of Smiths Falls employment practices are
governed, as a minimum standard, by the Employment Standards Act of Ontario. Where
these policies are in conflict with any negotiated agreement, the negotiated agreement
will take precedence. Where any negotiated agreement does not address an issue
covered by this By-Law, the terms and conditions of this By-Law will be applicable.

Bylaw # 9993-2018

Dated this 13!, day of November, 2018

Employment Policy for the Town of Smiths Falls
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) 4. PURPOSE

The purpose of this by-law is to maintain a harmonious and mutually beneficial
relationship between the Council of the Town of Smiths Falls and the employees,
to set forth certain terms and conditions of employment relating to pay, hours of
work, employee benefits and general working conditions affecting employees
covered by this by-law.

It is understood that the provisions of this by-law are considered to be in addition
to all other corporate policies and procedures governing all employees, local
boards and Council members.

This employment by-law is intended to apply to all employees regardless of
employment status.

2. DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this By-Law the following definitions will apply:

i) A permanent employee will be defined as those employees whose
positions are deemed by Council to be of a permanent and long-term
nature regardless of the hours worked. Permanent employees can be full

. time (working the hours outlined in Section 5) or part time (working less
than the hours outlined in Section 5).

ii) A temporary employee will be defined as those employees whose
positions are deemed by Council to be of a transient or short-term nature
regardless of the hours worked. Temporary employees can be full time
(working the hours outlined in Section 5) or part time (working less than
the hours outlined in Section 5).

iii) A contract employee will be defined as those employees who are
employed for a specific time period and/or to perform a defined project,
the completion of which will result in the termination of the employment
arrangement. In keeping with the intent of contracts being utilizing for
short term or project defined employment, no contract shall be for a period
of greater than three years. (An employee may have an employment
contract without being classified as a contract employee when the contract
is for the purposes of outlining remuneration, and/or working conditions,
and is not for the purpose of limiting the length of the contract).

iv) Management staff is employees whose main function is managerial

and/or supervisory in nature. Management staff being, by definition,

“someone who controls or directs resources and expenditures” and/or

. supervises other personnel, and who may perform non-supervisory or
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non-managerial tasks on an irregular or exceptional basis.
V) Support staff is employees that do not have managerial or supervisory
duties.

vi) Unless otherwise stated, reference to an employee and/or employees in
this document will be in reference to a permanent employee.

vii) Standby when an employee is required to be on standby, they shall
remain within a reasonable travel distance of Smiths Falls and be
reachable via telephone contact at numbers provided by the employee.
They shall be in a sober state and shall not be under the influence of
drugs. Upon being called in, they shall report for work within thirty (30)
minutes from being called.

vi)  Hiring Authority will be the responsible Director or their designate, or the
Chief Administrative Officer.

vii)  Uncertified Days
Time off from work, paid or unpaid, on account of an employee’s
temporary inability to perform duties because of sickness or disability.

GENERAL

a) Only full-time permanent employees will be entitled to receive Dental,
Extended Health Care, Basic Travel, Life, Accidental Death and
Dismemberment (AD&D), Short Term Disability (STD) and Long-Term
Disability (LTD) benefits. Except for Volunteer Fire Fighters who will be
entitled to $25,000 in Life Insurance only.

b) Employees working 35 hours/week or more, year-round, will
automatically be reclassified as permanent full-time employees after
completion of three (3) years continuous service. This would include
any part-time employees reclassified to full-time, after they have
completed three (3) years of full-time service. The Town reserves the
right to reclassify part-time permanent or temporary positions as full-
time permanent positions where it is deemed expedient to do so.

c) All new employees, full or part-time, will be placed on probation from
the date of hire, following which continued employment will be subject
to an evaluation by the employer and a determination on the part of the
employer that the employee is suitable to continue in the position. The
appropriate hiring authority retains the right to waive the six-month
probationary period at its discretion. See PROBATION SECTION

d) The employer will provide a Job Description to all employees
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specifying, but not limited to, the following:
a. Specific skills and/or education and/or experience required for
the job.
The work to be undertaken.
Hours of work.
The Department the employee will be working for.
The employees’ immediate supervisor, and/or Director.
The Category their position falls under (SEE OVERTIME
SECTION)

mooom

4. RECRUITMENT OF PERSONNEL

a)

General Recruitment Policies:

i) The purpose of this section is to provide a fair and equitable
recruitment process for the filling of all staffing vacancies and shall be
applied consistently to all classifications of employees recruited by the
Town.

i) All selections will be based on evidence of core competencies,
education, experience, aptitude, social skills, maturity, and any other
parameters deemed necessary by the appropriate hiring authority outlined
in Section 2 c) to fill the position.

i) The Town will not discriminate in its recruitment practices and shall
maintain full compliance with the Ontario and Canadian Human Rights
Legislation.

iv) The Town, through its training and development practices, shall
encourage effective internal succession planning.

v) To promote succession planning and encourage existing staff to gain
the skills and education necessary to advance their career and potentially
fill a defined position should it become vacant in the future, the appropriate
hiring authority, may at it's discretion, consider the appointment and/or
promotion of an existing permanent full-time employee within the affected
Department to a vacant position, where a suitable and qualified employee
indicates in writing that they have an interest in the position.

vi) Should the appropriate hiring authority decide that no qualified person
is available for promotion or appointment from within the affected
Department, an internal recruitment from all full time permanent existing
employees may be held, at the hiring authority’s discretion

vii) At the appropriate hiring authority’s discretion, should no existing full-
time permanent employee be deemed the best person for the position, an
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external recruitment process shall be held. This process may be
undertaken simultaneously with 4(a)(vi) above to expedite the recruitment
process.

b) Recruitment of Relatives:

For the purposes of this By-Law, relatives shall be defined as: father,
mother, spouse, common law spouse, same sex partner, or child of the
person.

i)

Recruitment of Relatives of Members of Council or Local Boards

1) The hiring of relatives of members of council or local boards
is not expressly prohibited by this By-Law.
2) No direct reporting relationship is permitted, which effectively

means that a relative of a member of council or local board could not
be recruited for the position of Chief Administrative Officer,
Treasurer, Clerk, Fire Chief, or Chief Building Official with the Town.
3) So as not to create a negative perception, the Town's
recruitment policies will be strictly adhered to where relatives are
applicants.

4) No employee, or member of Council in the case of hiring the
Chief Administrative Officer will participate in any part of the
recruitment process where a relative, as defined in this section, is an
applicant.

Recruitment of Relatives of Existing Employees

1) The hiring of relatives, as defined in this section, of existing
employees is not expressly prohibited by this By-Law.

2) No direct, or indirect, reporting relationship will be permitted
between a supervisor and a relative, as defined in this
section, of the supervisor.

3) So as not to create a negative perception, the Town’s
recruitment policies will be strictly adhered to in
recruitments where relatives, as defined in this section,
are applicants.

c) Recruitment Responsibilities:

Bylaw # 9993-2018

i) Council will be responsible for approving the positions
required for the effective operation of the municipality.
ii) Council will be responsible for establishing the overall

recruitment policies for the municipality.
iii) Council will be responsible for the recruitment and
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vii)

viii)

iX)

appointment of the Chief Administrative Officer.

The Hiring Authority is responsible for the recruitment and
hiring of all other staff.

Council will be responsible for the appointment of a
Treasurer as per the Municipal Act, as amended.

Council will be responsible for the appointment of a Clerk as
per the Municipal Act, as amended.

Council will be responsible for the appointment of a Fire
Chief as per the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997.
Council will be responsible for the appointment of a Chief
Building Official, and such Building Inspectors as Council
deems necessary, as per the Building Code Act, 1992.

The Fire Chief will be responsible for the recruitment of all
firefighters and volunteer firefighters.

d) Recruitment Procedure:

i)

ii)

iv)

For the recruitment of the Chief Administrative Officer, a
Committee of Council consisting of, at a minimum, two
Councillors, shall be formed to interview candidate(s) and
make recommendations to Council.

For the recruitment of a Treasurer, Clerk, Fire Chief, Chief
Building Official, a Selection Committee consisting of, at a
minimum, the Chief Administrative Officer, a Director, and
the Human Resources Coordinator shall be formed to
interview candidates and make a hiring decision.
Recruitment of firefighters and volunteer firefighters shall be
at the discretion of the Fire Chief.

The recruitment procedure of all other staff will be at the
discretion of the Chief Administrative Officer.

e) Recruitment Process:

Bylaw # 9993-2018

)

In the case of filling the position of Chief Administrative
Officer, Council will decide the time frame, and geographic
scope of the recruitment.

All existing employees may wish to compete for job
opportunities that may become available. The Town
recognizes the desirability, where possible, of promotion
from within. Employees are encouraged to obtain the
necessary skKills, training and education in order to be eligible
for promotion. The position may however be advertised
externally simultaneously at the CAQ's discretion.
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ii) When it is decided that an external recruitment will be
carried out, advertisements will be placed with the
appropriate media, traditional and social, the Town
website, and/or relevant industry organizations
to attract the maximum number of potential applicants.

iii) A short list of qualified applicants shall be prepared
consisting of no fewer than three and no more than ten

candidates.

iv) Interviews will be conducted by the by the appropriate
people in Section 2 d).

V) When an appropriate candidate is selected they will be

notified in writing that they have been chosen, and a job
offer made at that time.

vi) The services of a Human Resources Consultant/Recruiter
may be utilized for this process if it is deemed necessary
by the hiring authority.

5. PROBATIONARY PERIOD & ORIENTATION

The probationary period is six (6) months for permanent full-time employees. The
probationary period for permanent part-time and contract employees is 3 months.
The probationary period provides the Employer with an adequate opportunity to
assess an employee’s performance and overall suitability when an employee is
newly hired by Town.

Probationary employees may be terminated without notice or pay in lieu of notice
during the first six (6) or three (3) months of employment for full time and part-time
employees respectively. If the probationary employee is terminated in the
remaining months of probation, or if the probation is extended, the Town will
provide notice/pay under the Employment Standards Act, 2000. No further notice
or pay in lieu of notice will be paid to the employee.

The probationary period is at the discretion of the Hiring Authority and a minimum
of six (6) month period which provides the Employer an adequate opportunity to
assess an employee’s performance and overall suitability when an employee has
been transferred, promoted or appointed to a new position within the Town. A
probationary period review must be completed regardless if the employee held a
unionized or non-union position prior to this change.

Probationary periods may be extended only once for up to an additional three (3)
months with prior approval from the CAO. If the probationary or trial period is
extended, a clearly defined performance improvement plan with written objectives
must be established with the employee for the duration of the extension.

The evaluation of the employee’s probationary period review shall be completed
no later than the commencement of the final month of the employee’s
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probationary or trial period. Human Resources shall retain the completed
probationary review form in the employee’s personnel file.

Human Resources staff are responsible to track the completion of probationary
reviews. They shall inform the departmental director and CAO of any reviews not
completed.

The decision to dismiss a probationary employee will be made by the
departmental Director, in consultation with Human Resources and subject to CAO
approval.

Probationary employees may be terminated during their trial period review and the
Town will provide notice or severance in accordance with the Employment
Standards Act, and the terms hereof, if applicable. Unless the employee’s former
position is vacant, probationary employees do not have the option of returning to
their former position, nor can Town guarantee another position.

Employee Orientation:

i) All new employees of the Town will receive appropriate
orientation.
i) In the case of a new Chief Administrative Officer, Council will

be responsible for the orientation but may, at its discretion,
delegate that duty to any person(s) they so desire.

iii) In the case of all other positions the Human Resources
Advisor will be responsible for the orientation but may, at
their discretion, delegate that duty to the persons supervisor.

iv) Human Resources staff will obtain a written
acknowledgement from the new employee that orientation
has been carried out in accordance with this Policy.

V) The orientation will include, but is not limited to:

1) An introduction to the job as it relates to the
organizational structure.

2) An explanation of who they report to.

3) An explanation of the specific duties the employee will be
responsible for.

4) An explanation of the group benefits plan, collective
agreements, health and safety policies and procedures,
and any other information relative to the employees'’
position with the Town.

5) As per the Town’s Health & Safety Policy all
new/transferred/promoted employees will fulfill the
orientation and checklist to ensure a safe work
environment.

6) Each employee will be given written copies of all
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pertinent documents relating to their job, including but not
limited to:

a) Policies Respecting Employment.

b) Employees Job Description.

c) Group Benefit Plan if Applicable.

d) Employees Contract if Applicable.

e) Health & Safety Manual & Procedure Manual.

f) Pertinent Collective Bargaining Agreement.

EMPLOYEE ACCESS TO PERSONNEL FILE

Upon written notification to Human Resources, an employee shall have access to
his/her personnel file and shall be entitled to view the entire contents upon 24
hours’ notice in the presence of a staff member of Human Resources. The
employee shall have the right to obtain copies of the material in the file. The date
the file was reviewed and a listing of the documents requested to be copied shall
become part of the permanent record. The employee shall have the right to
respond in writing to any document contained therein. Such reply shall become
part of the permanent record.

PERFORMANCE APPRAISALS/OBJECTIVES

Employment with the Town of Smiths Falls will be subject to on-going
performance appraisals.

a) All employees of the Corporation will be subject to an annual
performance assessment.

The Corporation’s performance management system is based on a
Performance Management Assessment. The Performance
Management Assessment will be chosen based on corporate strategic
priorities and will be at the discretion of the CAO.

b) All new employees shall be evaluated prior to the end of their six-
month probationary period.

c) In cases of substandard performance, a quarterly or semi-annual
review may be necessary.

d) All performance appraisals will be carried out on an on-going basis by
the employee’s immediate supervisor, and/or Director and not less
than annually. The Director and/or Manager, in collaboration with the
employee, will meet to discuss the written performance assessments
near or on the anniversary date of the employee’s employment. Both
parties must sign the assessment and a copy is kept by the
director/manager as a departmental record. The signed original is
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forwarded to Human Resources to be kept in the employee personnel
record.

e) Performance appraisal for the Directors will be carried out on an
annual (anniversary of employment) basis by the Chief Administrative
Officer.

f) In cases where an employee reports to more than one person, a team
appraisal shall be done with the primary supervisor designated to
conduct the appraisal.

g) Council shall set the objectives and conduct the appraisal for the Chief
Administrative Officer.

h) The purpose of the performance appraisal is to highlight an employee’s
strengths and challenges in a timely fashion to encourage
improvement.

i) Any adjustment to an employees’ position on the Town'’s Pay Grid will
be based on the employee’s successful performance assessment, not
tenure. Employees who have not reached Step 6 on the Pay Grid, may
advance by one Step each year on the Grid until they reach the
maximum (Step 6) of their Band.

HOURS OF WORK

Hours of work will be as stated in the employee’s job description, and may be
altered from time to time by the employee’s Director. Employees shall work
varying lengths of workweeks based on established practise and operational
needs. Total normal hours of work for all employees shall not exceed the
maximums allowed under the Employment Standards Act.

a) Flex Hours

At the discretion of a Non-Unionized employee’s immediate supervisor,
the employee may be entitled to work flex hours. recognizing that flex
hours may not work in some settings. Employees are eligible to flex
their time during a pay period if the request is made to address
workload issues and minimizes the use of overtime, and the request is
pre-approved. Flex time is not permitted for the purposes of self-
scheduling or to avoid the use of vacation or other entitlement time.
Should an immediate supervisor not allow an employee to work flex
hours, the employee has a right to appeal to the appropriate Director.
The Directors decision is final.

Bylaw # 9993-2018 Employment Policy for the Town of Smiths Falls -12 -



9.

STANDBY AND STANDBY PAY

(a) The need for an employee to be on stand-by is at the discretion of
his/her immediate Supervisor, Director or C.A.O. on a rotating basis
and may be altered from time to time by the employer.

(b) The following employees are eligible for Stand-by pay:

i) Water Treatment Plant and Waste Water Treatment Plant
Operators (maximum one employee required to be on call at all
times during weekday evenings, weekends and paid holidays)

if) Utility (Water Distribution) Operators (maximum one employee
required to be on call weekday evenings, weekends, and paid
holidays)

iii) All other employees are not required to be on stand-by, but are
expected to be available for overtime in reasonable circumstances,
as determined by their immediate Supervisor, Director or the
C.A.O.

(c) For the purpose of this policy a standby day, standby paid holiday,
and standby weekday evening shall be defined as follows:

1. Water Treatment Plant and Waste Water Treatment Plant Operators
Employees assigned to stand-by duty on Saturdays, Sundays and a
paid Holiday, shall receive the amounts set out herein:

Amount of fifty dollars ($50.00) per day and adjusted
annually based on the cost of living wage adjustment
beginning in 2019

Employees assigned to stand-by duty on a weekday evening (Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and/or Friday) shall receive the
amounts set out herein:

Amount of ($25.00) per day and adjusted annually based on
the cost of living wage adjustment beginning in 2019

2. Utility (Water Distribution) Operators
Employees assigned to stand-by duty on Saturdays, Sundays and a
paid Holiday, shall receive the amounts set out herein:

Amount of fifty dollars ($50.00) per day and adjusted
annually based on the cost of living wage adjustment
beginning in 2019

Employees assigned to stand-by duty on a weekday evening (Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and/or Friday) shall receive the
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amounts set out herein:

Amount of ($25.00) per day and adjusted annually based on
the cost of living wage adjustment beginning in 2019

(d) Employees on standby duty who are ordered to work shall be paid the
greater of three hours at their regular hourly rate (“straight time”), or actual
time worked at time and one-half their regular hourly rate.

Changes to the ESA that are to the betterment of Clauses (C) 1 and 2 would prevail.

10.

OVERTIME

The purpose of this overtime policy is to establish a consistent system of
compensation for hours worked by employees over and above their regular
workday and regular workweek. The Director or CAO, will be responsible for
defining, in the Job Description, which category each position falls in. For the
purpose of this policy, employees shall be classified as:

Category A - Support staff.
Category B - Managers and Supervisors.
Category C — Senior Positions

Category “A” — In accordance with the Employment Standards Act,
support staff shall be paid time and one-half their regular hourly
rate for authorized overtime worked exceeding the hours listed in
Section 5 for the affected position. With mutual written consent
between the employee and their Director, time and one-half off in
lieu of overtime worked may be authorized. The employee’s
immediate supervisor shall pre-authorize all overtime that shall be
logged and submitted to the Human Resources Advisor for proper
recording.

Category “B” — The issue of whether or not Managers and supervisors
shall be paid for authorized overtime worked, or shall receive time
and one-half off in lieu, will be at the discretion of the Director. Time
off in lieu will normally be taken within the next three-month period.
There will be no banking of overtime hours allowed beyond the
three-month period. The employee’s immediate supervisor shall
authorize all overtime that shall be logged and submitted to the H R
Advisor for proper recording.

Category “C” — The duties of the Directors, Treasurer, Fire Chief, Clerk,
Deputy Clerk and Chief Building Official entail certain amounts of
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predictable after hours work to be performed attending meetings
and tending to other duties related to their positions. This after-
hours work is generally allowed for in the basic remuneration paid
for these positions, and therefore no overtime compensation will be
paid. As special recognition for an employee in this category one
extra week of vacation will be given each year.

Discretionary time spent working though lunch and before and after an
employee’s regular start time does not qualify for overtime.

Travel time to and from training seminars, conventions and conferences outside
of normal business hours, does not qualify for overtime or flex time.

11. REMUNERATION

Remuneration for all Town employees will be governed by the following:

a) All remuneration will be calculated in accordance with the Town’s
established Pay Equity Plan.

b) Subject to subsection d), all new employees will be placed at Step 1 of
the appropriate Pay Band and will advance through the steps in
accordance with Section 4 (h) of this Policy. For purposes of the
recruitment of certain key senior personnel the CAO may, at its discretion,
authorize a placement higher than Step 1.

c) Should the appropriate hiring authority decide to hire an employee who
does not have the qualifications specified in the job description, and it is
made a condition of employment that the new hire attain the required
qualifications within a specified time period, then the person will not
advance beyond the applicable step outlined in subsection c) until the
appropriate hiring authority is satisfied that the qualifications have been
attained.

d) Employees promoted to a position that is in a higher Pay Band will be
positioned at Step 3 of the new Band, or whatever Step will give them a

minimum 3% increase, and will advance through the steps in
accordance with Section 4 (h) of this Policy.
e) i) Due to a temporary shortage of certified operators:

The Employer shall pay an additional hourly pay of $0.50 to
each worker required by the employer to hold an Operator in
Training certificate; an additional hourly pay of $1.00 to each
worker required by the employer to hold a Level 1 certificate;
and an additional hourly pay of $1.50 to each worker
required by the employer to hold a Level 2 certificate. This
pay shall not be cumulative for dual licensing requirements.

ii) The following positions may be eligible for the above noted
additional pay:
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Water Treatment Plant Operators,
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators
Water Distribution Utility Operator Il
Water Distribution Utility Operator IV
Water Distribution Utility Operator IV/Meter Reader
iii) The number of position holders requiring certification or
licensing and the level of certification or licensing
required shall be at the discretion of the
Director of Public Works & Utilities or the C.A.O., in
accordance with Ontario Regulations 128/04 and 129/04.

f) The current Pay Grid is available from the Human Resources.

12. VACATION ENTITLEMENT

The purpose of this policy is to provide a standardized vacation policy for
employees of the Town of Smiths Falls. This Policy shall affect all employees in
so far as it does not contradict existing Collective Agreements and/or Contracts.

Vacation entitlement for fulltime employees shall be as outlined below.

a)

b)

Bylaw # 9993-2018

Employees shall be eligible for vacation in accordance with the
following:

Less than 1-year vacation will be prorated based
on number of months employed
(1 working day per month)

1-2years 2 weeks
3 - 9 years 3 weeks
10 - 14 years 4 weeks
15 - 19 years 5 weeks
20 years plus 6 weeks

All employees will, no later than February 1st of each year, complete a
vacation schedule for their entitlement requesting their preferred
vacation time. Each department shall prepare a master schedule, for
the Department, in which they are employed, of all vacation times
requested. The master schedule will be reviewed by the Director, and
once approved, will be posted no later than March 1st. Changes
requested to the master schedule by the employee require a minimum
of two (2) weeks notice and appropriate approval by the Director.

Seniority based on years of service shall govern the selection of
vacation time. Employees shall, wherever possible, take their vacation
in blocks of full weeks. In accordance with the Employment Standards
Act vacation may be taken in daily increments upon written mutual
agreement between the employer and employee.
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13.

d) Prime Vacation Time is considered to be the period of June 1st to
Labour Day and the period between Christmas and New Years Day.
In addition, individual departments may identify other specific periods
to be prime time in terms of specific manpower needs. Employees
may be allowed to book a maximum of two (2) weeks during prime
time unless their Director determines that additional entitlement can be
scheduled without adversely affecting municipal operations.

e) Every effort will be made to provide employees with their full vacation
entittement during the calendar year. Only under special
circumstances will employees be allowed to carry forward accumulated
vacation. Vacation to be carried over to a subsequent year shall be
approved by the Director of the employees Department and be utilized
not later than April 1st of the subsequent year. Requests to carry over
vacation shall be made in writing to the Director no later than
November 1st of the current year and be approved by December 15t of
the same year.

Vacation entitlement for part-time employees shall be as outlined below.
a) Part-time employers will be paid vacation pay as follows:

New Hire — 5 years 4% of earnings paid on each pay
5+ years 6% of earnings paid on each pay

DESIGNATED PAID HOLIDAYS

Certain days have been designated by the Employment Standards Act and/or
Council as paid holidays for employees.

a) The currently approved days are:

New Year's Day Civic Holiday
Family Day Labour Day

Good Friday Thanksgiving Day
Easter Monday Remembrance Day
Victoria Day Christmas Day
Canada Day Boxing Day

b) This section does not apply to an employee who fails to work their
scheduled regular day of work preceding or following a paid holiday
unless authorized by their Director.

c) Where a paid holiday falls on a regularly scheduled working day for an
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employee, the employer may, with the agreement of the employee,
substitute another working day for the paid Holiday, and the day so
substituted will be deemed to be the holiday.

d) Where a paid holiday falls on a non-working day for an employee, or
during his/her annual vacation, the employer will designate another
working day to be designated the holiday.

f) Part-time staff will be entitled to Statutory Pay as per the Employment
Standard Act.

14. LEAVES
All Leaves are to be taken administered as per the Employment Standards Act
with the exception of Personal Emergency Leave in which the Town offers a
greater right and benefit:

a) Uncertified Absence
Full time Staff are entitled to 7 paid uncertified days

Uncertified days in excess of the 7 uncertified days, for fulltime staff,
will require a medical certificate. See Short Term Disability Section.

Other leaves:

Pregnancy and Parental Leave

Family Caregiver Leave

Family Medical Leave

Critical Crisis Leave

Crime Related Child Disappearance Leave

b) Maternity/Parental Leave
The Town of Smiths Falls has adopted certain provisions for the benefit of

employees who qualify for maternity/parental leave.
a) During the maternity leave, the Town will:

i) Pay the employee 75% of their regular rate of pay for the two
(2) week waiting period for Employment Insurance benefits;
and

ii) Pay the employee for the following fifteen (15) weeks, the
difference between 75% of their regular rate of pay and the
Employment Insurance benefits they are entitled to receive,
or a shorter period if the employee returns to work earlier.

b) At the conclusion of the maternity and/or parental leave, the Town will

allow an employee to use up any unused vacation time. To allow for
proper work scheduling and/or a replacement worker, the employee
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shall give the Town 60 days written notice of their intention to exercise
this option.

c) Court Leave/Jury Duty

Leave of absence with pay will be given to every employee, other than an
employee on leave of absence without pay or under suspension, who, other
than in the performance of their position, is required to appear before any body
empowered by law to compel such attendance.

d) Leave without Pay
At the Directors discretion, employees may be granted leave without pay for any
purpose.

e) Bereavement Leave

Where a member of the employee’s immediate family dies, an employee shall be
entitlted to with-pay compassionate leave for a period of up to four (4)
consecutive calendar days. During such period, the employee shall be granted
leave with pay for those days that are not their regularly scheduled days of rest.
Should an employee be on vacation, or otherwise not working, during this
bereavement period, they will not be entitled to the with pay compassionate leave
under this section. In addition, they may be granted, at the discretion of the
Director, up to three (3) days special with-pay leave for the purpose of travel.

For the purposes of this By-Law immediate family is defined as: parent, step-
parent, foster parent, brother, sister, spouse (includes both married and
unmarried couples, of the same or opposite genders), child, step-child, foster
child of the employee, father-in-law, mother-in-law, and relative permanently
residing in the employee’s household, or with whom the employee permanently
resides.

In special circumstances, such as a delayed funeral, compassionate leave may
be extended by the Director.

An employee is entitled to special leave with pay, up to a maximum of two (2)
days, including the day of the funeral, in the event of death of the employee’s
grandparent, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law or sister-in-law.

f) Other Authorized Leave
At the discretion of the Director, special leave with pay may be granted:

a) For periods of less than one-half (1/2 day for medical and
dental appointments when it is not possible for the
employee to arrange such appointments outside their
hours of work;

b) For military or civil defence training and emergencies
affecting the community.

Bylaw # 9993-2018 Employment Policy for the Town of Smiths Falls -19-



15.

16.

GROUP BENEFIT COVERAGE

The Town will pay 100% of the Group Benefit Coverage for eligible employees as
defined in Section 2i). The coverage is as specified in the Group Plan Coverage
Booklet.

SHORT TERM DISABILITY

The Town of Smiths Falls has a self-insured non-occupational Short-Term
Disability plan. Benefits as outlined below, commence on the 1st day of disability
due to accident or sickness and would be payable for up to 17 weeks. There will
be no employee cost regarding this benefit.

LENGTH OF SERVICE 100% OF SALARY 75 % OF SALARY
2 months but less than 6 months 0 weeks 17 weeks
6 months but less than 1 year 1 week 16 weeks
1 year but less than 2 years 2 weeks - 15 weeks
2 years but less than 3 years 3 weeks 14 weeks
3 years but less than 4 years 4 weeks 13 weeks
4 years but less than 5 years 5 weeks 12 weeks
S years but less than 6 years 7 weeks 10 weeks
6 years but less than 7 years 9 weeks 8 weeks
7 years but less than 8 years 11 weeks 6 weeks
8 years but less than 9 years 13 weeks 4 weeks
over 9 years 17 weeks 0 weeks

The intent of the Short-Term Disability plan is to cover an employee for short
term illness or injury, or in the case of a long-term illness or injury, to cover the
employee until the Long Term Disability Insurance Coverage takes over. Each
employee’s 17-week allotment is based on a calendar year, and is automatically
renewed each January 1, provided an employee is not already off on sick leave.
In the event an employee’s illness/injury commences in one calendar year, and
carries forward to the next year, upon the employees return to work their short-
term disability entitlement, for that iliness/injury, will be reduced by the number of
weeks used in the current calendar year. Should a new unrelated illness/injury
occur within a year where an employee has already used a portion of their 17
weeks, the employee will be entitled to a maximum of 17 weeks for any one year.

The following conditions will apply to the above stated self-insured disability
benefit:

a) Proof of lliness: Any absence of more than two (2) consecutive
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b)

d)

working days or for one (1) working day prior to or following a paid
holiday, which is to be charged as sick leave, must, at the request of
the employer, be supported by a certificate from a duly recognized
medical practitioner, stating that the employee was unable to perform
his/her duties. The practitioner certificate has to be dated no more
than five (5) days from the commencement of the sick day. Failure to
produce the required certificate(s) within five (5) working days of
returning to work, will result in the uncertified days of absence being
charged as leave without pay.

Uncertified Absence: More than seven (7) days of accumulated
uncertified days within the calendar year will be charged as days
without pay unless the employee requests that overtime or holiday time
be used in lieu. Supervisors must ensure that all overtime or vacation
time that is to be used in lieu of sick time is properly recorded on the
employee’s time sheet.

Progress Report Re: lliness: In any case of prolonged iliness, the
employee will submit such periodic reports on their condition, as the
Town may require. The Town reserves the right to hire an arbitrator to
mediate claims.

Short Term Disability Adjudication and Management Services:
The Town reserves the right to use a third-party adjudication and
management service for Short Term Disability claims in excess of ten
(10) workings days in one year or at the discretion of the Director or
CAO.

lliness or Injury Occurring During Vacation Period: Should an
illness or injury occur during a period when the employee is on
vacation, the benefits under this Section will commence on the first
scheduled work day that the employee is unable to report to work
because of the illness or injury.

In the event that the Town is not satisfied by the medical documentation provided by
the employee’s physician, in order to qualify for continued payment of short-term
disability the employee must agree to be examined by a physician appointed by the

Town.

LONG TERM DISABILITY

Long Term Disability will be provided for under the terms and conditions of the
current Group Insurance provider of the Corporation of the Town of Smiths Falls.
The Corporation agrees to pay one hundred percent (100%) of the premium cost
of the long-term disability insurance coverage.
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GROUP INSURANCE-RETIREES BENEFITS

The Corporation agrees to pay one hundred percent (100%) of the premium cost
of the supplementary hospital insurance coverage, one hundred percent (100%)
of the premium cost of the Town’s health care plan, and one hundred percent
(100%) of the premium cost of the applicable life insurance coverage for each
retired fulltime permanent employee. Coverage is extended to retirees from the
date of retirement until their 65" birthday.

Should the employer agree to extend the retiree coverage, and/or the employer’s
payment of the premium for such extended coverage to any other employees in
the employ of the employer, this benefit will automatically be extended to the
non-union workers.

EMPLOYEE SERVICE RECOGNITION PROGRAM

The purpose of this Program is to recognize staff and volunteers for their years of
dedication to the Town.

a) Years of Service Award - The Council of the Town of Smiths Falls will
recognize permanent municipal employees as well as volunteer
firefighters that have extended years of service with the Town. Awards
will be provided as follows:

i) Service Pin, with length of service designation, for every 5 years
of service (namely 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, and 40 years of
service); and

ii) Town plaque for 25 or more years of service.

Employees that are employed with the Town on a full-time basis, while
also servicing in the capacity of volunteer firefighter, will be recognized
once only for their years of service in both positions. Any difference in the
years of service above will be recognized through awards according to the
earlier employment date.

b) Retirement Award - Full-time and permanent part-time employees
retiring from the Corporation, after a minimum of 10 years service, will be
honoured during the last week of their employ. Retirees will be presented
with a suitable gift.

Expenditures on gifts shall be based on $20.00 for each year of service
with the exception that gifts for permanent part-time employees, working
less than 20 hours per week on a regular basis, shall be based on $10.00
for each year of service.
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EMPLOYEE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

An employee Social Committee may be struck to organize staff and Council
social activities. Membership on the Committee will be voluntary and an
appropriate amount of time during regular office hours will be made available to
such members.

EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/SEVERANCE PROVISIONS

The Town of Smiths Falls makes every effort to provide a safe, harmonious
workplace for all employees. Employees are expected to adhere to all
employment provisions adopted by Council, and as provided by Federal and
Provincial Legislation. Failure to abide by these established employment rules
and regulations will result in disciplinary action in accordance with the following:

a) Any disciplinary action, including discharge, required against the Chief
Administrative Officer will be in accordance with this By-Law, and carried
out by Council.
b) Any disciplinary action, including discharge, required against a Director
will be in accordance with this By-Law, and carried out by the Chief
Administrative Officer.
¢) Any disciplinary action requiring:
i) A verbal or written warning to be issued to the Treasurer, Clerk,
Fire Chief, or Chief Building Official, will be in accordance with this
By-Law and carried out by the Chief Administrative Officer.
if) Requiring the suspension or discharge, of the Treasurer, Clerk,
Fire Chief, or Chief Building Official will be in accordance with this
By-Law, and carried out by the Chief Administrative Officer
c) Any disciplinary action, including discharge, required against a
firefighter or volunteer firefighter will be in accordance with this By-Law,
and carried out by the Fire Chief.
d) Any disciplinary action, including discharge, required for any employee
other than those in clause a) or b) or ¢) will be in accordance with this By-
Law, and carried out by the appropriate Director.
e) It is the responsibility of the employee’s supervisor to provide clear,
unambiguous instructions on the code of behaviour and work performance
expected.
f) All situations that require discipline should be duly recorded by the
employee’s supervisor, including, but not limited to, the employees name,
date and time of incident, a detailed description of the incident, and any
witnesses to the infraction. A copy of the incident report, including the
disciplinary action taken, will be given to the Director of the affected
Department, who will ensure that a copy is filed in the employees
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employment file.

g) Supervisors will be held accountable for the completeness and
accuracy of documentation that may be relied upon to discipline an
employee.

h) The following types of discipline may be used depending on the severity
and nature of the offence.

i) Verbal Reprimand — A verbal reprimand will be given, in pr.ivate,
by the employees’ Director, or supervisor where the Director has
extended that authority. The employee will be advised:

That the particular conduct is unacceptable,

As to what improvement is expected,

That the verbal reprimand is a disciplinary action and that a written record
of the discipline will be placed in the employees file and a copy will be
forwarded to any applicable union or association.

ii) Letter of Warning — A letter of warning, signed by the Director,
will be given to an employee within five days of an offence. The
employee will be advised:

a) That the particular conduct is unacceptable,

b) That repetition will result in a more severe discipline,

c) That, in the case of incompetent or poor work, a time limit
for demonstrating improvement.

d) That a copy of the letter will be retained in the employees
file for future reference, and a copy will be forwarded to
any applicable union or association.

iif) Suspension — An employee may be suspended without pay for a
period of time. The duration of the suspension will be determined
by the appropriate discipline authority for that employee. Any
suspension will be in the form of a letter within five days of the
infraction, signed by the Director, and will include the following:

a) A description of the infraction,

b) A warning that repetition will result in a more severe
discipline,

c) Notice that a copy of the letter will be retained in the
employees file for future reference, and a copy will be
forwarded to any applicable union or association.

iv) Discharge — An employee may be discharged for severe or
repeated infractions of the Town’s employment policies. The
procedural duty of fairness will be followed for those employees
qualifying for that process. For all other employees, a letter of
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dismissal, signed by the appropriate discipline authority for that
employee, will be given immediately to the employee and will
include the following:

a) A description of the infraction,

b) Notice that a copy of the letter will be retained in the
employees file for future reference, and a copy will be
forwarded to any applicable union or association.

Any suspensions levied under this By-Law will be without pay, and of a duration
determined by the applicable disciplinary authority.

In the event that an employee’s employment is terminated other than for just
cause or voluntary retirement, the parties agree that, at the option of the Town,
the employee shall be entitled to notice of termination or payment in lieu of
notice, or a combination of notice and pay in lieu of notice, equal in all respects to
the greater of:

a) Such minimum notice of termination or payment in lieu thereof as may
be required by the Employment Standards Act (Ontario), including any
regulations thereunder, as amended or replaced from time to time, plus
benefit continuation for such notice period as may be required by such
statute or regulation; and

b) 1.5 times the notice period required by the Employment Standards Act
(Ontario), as amended or replaced from time to time, and benefit
continuation for such period.

In the event that the Town elects to provide payment in lieu of notice, the Town
may make such payment by lump sum or by regular salary continuation.

For greater certainty, the parties acknowledge and agree that the employees
subject to the terms hereof are employed by the Town pursuant to contract, and
as such, in the event of termination of employment for any reason, such
employees are entitled only to the rights, remedies and protections set out in this
contract of employment; provided that in no event shall the provisions hereof be
construed such that any employee who is terminated without cause shall receive
notice or pay in lieu of notice and benefit continuation which is less than such
employee’s entitlement under the Employment Standards Act (Ontario), as
amended, or other applicable employment standards legislation.

CLOTHING ALLOWANCE

i) Safety Boots
That the employer shall provide an allowance annually, not to exceed
$250, towards the purchase of CSA approved footwear, for each fulltime
permanent employees required the wear such footwear under the Health
& Safety Act, by the Employer or by any other legislation. Employees
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must submit an original proof of purchase for reimbursement.
ii) Prescription Safety Lenses '
That the employer shall provide an allowance every two (2) years, not to
exceed $200.00, towards the purchase of prescription safety lenses for
safety glasses for each fulltime permanent employee, required under the -
Health & Safety Act, by the Employer or by any other legislation.
Employees must submit an original proof of purchase for reimbursement.
iii) Miscellaneous
That the employer shall issue and subsequently replace by exchange the
following items, to all outside workers: non-prescription sunglasses,
sunscreen and glove warmers/hand warmers (glove inserts).

Town issued clothing is to be worn only while at work or when going to or
returning home. Laundering is the responsibility of the Employee.

STAFF/COUNCIL RELATIONS (Attached as Appendix A)

The Town of Smiths Falls will promote a respectful, tolerant, harassment-free
relationship and workplace between Members of Council and the officers and
employees of the Corporation, guided by the Code of Conduct for Members of
Council and Local Boards, the Employee Code of Conduct, the
Violence/Harassment in the Workplace Policy, and the Procedural By-law. This
policy provides guidance on how the Town of Smiths Falls ensures a respectful,
tolerant and harassment-free relationship and workplace between Members of
Council and the officers and employees of the Corporation.

EMPLOYEE CODE OF CONDUCT (Attached as Appendix B)

Employees of the Corporation of the Town of Smiths Falls shall be committed to
carrying out their duties in a manner that maintains and enhances public
confidence and ftrust in the integrity, objectivity and impartiality of the
Municipality. Trust and mutual respect are the cornerstones of a relationship
between the public and municipal government. In serving the public interest,
Employees are entrusted with access to a wide range of information, resources
and responsibilites, and shall operate with a sense of honesty and
accountability.

This Employee Code of Conduct applies to all Employees, including full-time,
part-time, permanent and temporary employees, as well as volunteers, students,
and interns.

FIT FOR DUTY POLICY (Attached as Appendix C)

While the Town of Smiths Falls continues to strive for excellence in the provision
of our services and continuous improvement, the health and safety of our
employees, the public and the environment is paramount. In keeping with its
commitment to maintaining a safe and healthy workplace, the Town of Smiths
Falls and its employees have a responsibility to maintain a safe workplace, free
from the negative effects of Alcohol and other Drugs.
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Impairment by drugs or alcohol can adversely affect the health, safety,
performance and conduct of employees on the job, and impose hardships on the
Town of Smiths Falls, employees, colleagues and families. Given this, the Town
of Smiths Falls has adopted this Policy as an important additional part of its
overall safety program. Impairment in the workplace is unacceptable. There will
be zero tolerance for impairment in the workplace. Employees are expected to
report to work Fit for Duty.

OTHER

Should this By-Law be silent on any matter regarding employment, the terms and
conditions as stated in the Employment Standards Act will be adhered to.

The rendering of any section of this policy to be unenforceable will in no way
effect the enforceability of the remaining sections.

The day-to-day interpretation of the provisions of this By-law is hereby delegated
to the Chief Administrative Officer and/or his/her designate.

Where a ruling of the Chief Administrative Officer differs from that of any person
granted authority under this By-Law, with the exception of the Council, the Chief
Administrative Officer will take precedence.
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